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the ERG was pleased to welcome you at our recent Plenary in Athens and encouraged by
your positive assessment of our achievements to date. We were very pleased to hear that
you fully share our view that the Commission and the ERG should be working in
partnership, building upon the strong foundation of the independent regulators in every
Member State.

As the 13" of November approaches, when the Commission’s proposals on the reform of
the EU Framework will be published, and taking up your invitation in Athens for further
inputs from the ERG and its members, we would like to take this opportunity to share

with you our views on the Group’s future development.

As you know, the ERG strongly supports a number of elements covered by the package,
in particular the provisions on NRA independence, which we believe to be essential to an
effective regulatory framework. We also strongly support the Commission’s objective of
strengthening the internal market in electronic communications, by continuing to improve
the consistency and quality of regulation and reinforcing cooperation between NRAs, and
between the ERG and the Commission.



Indeed, since the ERG’s establishment in 2002, and even before that, the European

regulators have been fully committed to the promotion of competition and the internal
market in electronic communications, in order to advance the interests of European
consumers and citizens. As you noted in Athens, the ERG has achieved much more than
anyone could have expected when it was created. The current level of accountability and
transparency of the ERG is well beyond what 1s expected from a consultative group. We
hold regular hearings and consultations on all 1ssues and decisions and we are open to the
scrutiny of the European institutions. The ERG web site contains all the relevant

documentation about our activities.

A detailed list of the ERG's achievements to date is annexed, including, most recently,
the development of NGN, functional separation and the implementation of the
International Roaming Regulation. where the ERG’s close cooperation with the
Commuission as its advisory body and its coordinating role among the NRAs have been of
great value.

However, despite the considerable progress made so far, we share your view that there
are no grounds for complacency. We agree with the Commission that we should continue
to work to improve the quality of national regulation, regulatory coordination between
our members, and collaboration between the Commission and the ERG. However, in our
letter of the 27" February the ERG has already expressed the view that is not in favour of
the creation of either a new Commission veto on remedies or new layers of unnecessary
centralism. Rather, we believe in the merts of strengthening the ERG model by

enhancing the cooperation between national regulators.

For this reason, we have embarked on a major step-change to our organisation and
operations, injecting a higher level of resource and dynamism into the Group and
enabling it to operate as a more effective coordinating body and generator of regulatory

best practices. This includes improvements to our governance model and the






